“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worv 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those thinga were 
30.” —“ Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes v. 21. 
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Elisha Bates’ “ Doctrines of Friends” 
“ DEFENDED.” 


We have received the second and third 
numbers of the “ Miscellaneous Reposi- 
tory,” in both of which this article is con- 
tinued at considerable length. In that 
found in No.2, itis said that the Berean has 
“availed himself” of certain “fassages 
to support opinions directly UNITARIAN.” 
If the writer means to charge us with 
holding the “opinions” of the sect who 
are known by that name, it is sufficient 
that we deny the imputation: but if he 
here use and apply the term without ref- 
erence to that sect, bat in its plain and lit- 
éral meaning, we must, with our ancient 
Friends, declare that we fully believe in 
the scriptural testimony that “God is 
ONE, and his name ONE.” 

He says, again, “ How unfair it is, to 
keep out of view the ancient ground of 
controversy, and gather up the most 
pointed arguments which were formerly 
used against distinct and separate persons, 
and construe them to maintain the offio- 
site extreme of unitarianism” &c. 

What does this writer mean by this lan- 
guage? The doctrine that “God is 
One,” is with him the extreme of unita- 
rianism ; and that He is three, is to be 
considered, we presume, as the extreme 
of trinitarianism. God is then, according 
to the author something between one and 
three !! This we believe to be quite a 
new doctrine, and wants a zame to define 
it. 

To support his view of the doctrines of 
Friends the Berean has, we are told, 
“gathered up the most foimted argu- 
menis used against distinct and separate 
personality’! Thus then, the writer 
finding it difficult to destroy the force of 


Vol. AXIV 


these “ most pointed arguments,”’ substi- 
tutes complaint for refutation—an easy 
method of surmounting the obstacles 
which the Berean has thrown in his 
path. 


Our ancient Friends, in treating on the 
Divinity, adhered to Scrifture terms, and 
expressions, leaving it for their readers 
to give that construction or interpretation 
to them, which they might find most con- 
sistent with the evidence afforded to their 
understanding by the “ Father of lights.”’ 
They did not impose or enforce a con- 
struction on their brethren, with pains 
and frenalties annexed,for avowinz the 
want of that “witness in themselves,” 
which He had not seen meet to grant. 
Thus the Gospel virtues—love, and char- 
ity were cherished among them, and no 


| schisms or divisions took place on account 


of speculative views, on aéstract points. In 


| this respect they differed from those in 


the Society whoare now known by the 
name of orthodox ; and who have pro- 
duced so mueh controversy and contu- 
sion. 


In the declaration found in his book, 
that the “ DiviNITY ESSENTIALLY BE- 
LONGED (0 him” (Jesus Christ] E. Bates 
has made a distinct person of him, what- 
ever he may say to the contrary,and we 
call on the author toshow how the of- 
hosite is to be maintained from these ex- 
pressions. We believe that the Divinity 
is One, and that every being partaking of 
it, must derive itfrom that one source. For 
this belief E. Bates charges us with de- 
nying the divinity of Christ. Let him 
then come to the point, and prove the un- 
derived, indefiendent divinity of Jesus 
Christ, or abandon the controversy, and 
ask forgiveness of the Christian wortd for 
his uncharitable imputations. 
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THE EPIsTLeE. 


Members of Society from different | 
parts of the Y. Meeting met at Green 
Street on the first second day in the pre- 
sent month, pursuant to adjournment. 
About twelve hundred were present. 
The greatest order and decorum prevail- 
ed. According tothe reports exhibited 
to that meeting, there are from three 
fourths to four fifths of the whole body of 
Friends, that are decidedly opposed to 
the views and proceedings of the small 


minority termed orthodox. 


‘Tlie latter, we understand, are active, | 


in the City, in dealing with such of their 
members, as attended the Green Street 
meetings, preparatory to disownment: 


alledging that by this act, they have vio- | 


lated the order and discipline of the So- 
ciety, &c. Now it would be well for 
them to pause, and toask themselves the 
question, whether they have not, first 
vreatly deviated from this order, and this 
discipline, both in its letter and spirit ; so 
that neither have, in fact, any face or 
existence amongst them? Such, it is be- 
lieved, is the tree state of the case: and 
it is torestore and re-establish order and 
discifiline, and to exclude strife and con- 
tention, that the present movements are 
making. 

‘The Yoaurly Meeting, as held in Phila- 
delphia, for several years, instead of im- 
parting streng¢’, and unity, and concord 
to its subordinate branches, has only tend- 
ed to produce weakness, and division: and 
thus every object of its institution has 
been wholly subverted. ‘To organize a 
Yearly Meeting of Friends on the an- 
cient foundation, and to establish peace 
and order, in the subordinate meetings, 
are among the principal objects of Friends, 
and we have no doubt, but these purposes. 
uader the blessing of the Almighty, will 
be obtained. 

The following Epistle, after sotid delib- 
eration, and with much unity, was issued, 


and seven thousand copies directed to be 
printed: 


“TO FRIENDS 
Of the Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings within the compass of the Yearly 
Meeting held in Philadelphia. 
“Drar Frirnns—Heving, through 
Divine favour, been permitted to meet to- 


{ 
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| gether, pursuant to adjournment in the 


fourth month last, the state of our reli- 
gious society was again brought into view .. 
The wing of Ancient Goodness being sen- 
sibly extended over the several sittings 
of this Meeting, we have been enabled 
weightily to consider the subjects that 
came before us. After solemn delibera- 
tion, and a free interchange of sentiment, 
it was, with much unanimity, agreed te 
recommend the following views and pro- 
positions for your serious consideration. 

“The principal objects of our Religious 
Association, are the public worship of 
God ; the edification and comfort of each 
other; the strengthening of the weak, 
and the recovery of those who have wan- 
dered from the way of peace and safety. 

“It is only under the blessed influence 
of Gospel love, that these objects can be 
attained. Whenever any among us, so 
far forsake this fundamental prrincifile otf 
our Union, as to act in the spirit of strife 
and discord, and to oppose and condemn 
their brethren, who may conscientiously 
differ from them in opinion, they break 
the bond of Gospel fellowship, and, as 
far as their influence extends, frustrate 
the design of religious society. If such, 
after the use of proper means, cannot be 
reclaimed, the peace, and harmony, and 
welfare ot the body, require that they 
should be separated from our commu- 
nion, 


“The Apostle, aware of the evils ari- 


sing from contention in religious commu- 


nities, warned his brethren against it, de- 
claring that ‘ where envying and strife is, 
there is confusion and every evil work’; 
and they were exhorted to withdraw 
from every brother who walked disorder- 
ly. And we know from experience, that 
wherever this evil spirit has appeared in 
any of our meetings, weakness, and jeal- 
ousy, and divisions have been introduced ; 
and that excellent order has been sub- 
verted which has not. only preserved us 
in love and concord, but protected the 
rights and privileges of all oar Members. 
“With deep concern and sorrow we 
have observed the introduction and in- 
crease of this desolating spirit. It is now 
about five years since it made its appear- 
ance in our hitherto favoured Society, sc 
as to become a subject of general concern 
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For some time it was mostly confined to 
individuals acting as Officers in the 
Church. In this stage of its progress its 
consequences were grieyous. Some who 
became infected by it, disregarding the 
wholesome order established by our 
Yearly Meeting, which directs, in the 
first place, frivate labour with such as 
give cause of concern, and afterwards, 
that Monthly Meetings should treat with 
them,formed combinations amongst them- 
selves, unauthorized by the Society, and 
unknown to its Discipline. Friends tra- 
velling inthe Ministry, with certificates 
from their Monthly and Quarterly Meet- 
ings, were interrupted in their labours, 
and in some instances publicly opposed 
in our Meetings for Divine worship. They 
and other faithful friends in the ministry, 
were unjustly charged with preaching 
infidel doctrines, denying the Divinity of | 
Christ, and undervaluing the Scriptures ; 
together with divers other things, gene- 
rally known to you, and equally unfound- 
ed. 

“Tt was not long, however, before the 
contagion spread, and made its appear- 
ance in some of our Meetings for Discip- 
line, opening to the exercised members | 
of the Society, scenes of the most painful | 
nature. Measures of a party character | 
were introduced, and the established or- 
der of society was infringed, by carrying , 
those measures into execution, against the | 
judgment, and contrary to the voice of | 
the larger part of Friends present. | 

“ At length the infection, taking a wi- | 
der range, appeared in our Yearly Meet- | 
ing, where its deplorable effects were | 
equally conspicuous. Means were re-| 
cently taken therein to over-rule the. 
greater part of the Representatives, and 
a Clerk was imposed upon the Meeting, | 
without their concurrence orconsent. A 
Committee was there appointed to visit 
the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
without the unity of the Meeting, and, 
contrary to the solid sense and judgment 
ef much the larger number of the Mem- 
bers in attendance; and several impor- 
tant subjects were necessarily dissmissed, 
owing to the disunity and discord preva- 
lent inthat body. 


“Friends have viewed this state of 
things amonest ns with deep concern and | 


exercise, patiently waiting in the hope 
that time and reflection would convince 
our brethren of the impropriety of such 
a course, and that, being favoured to see 
the evil consequences of such conduc, 
they mightretrace their steps. But, hith- 
erto, we have waited in vain. Time and 
opportunity for reflection have been am- 
ply afforded, but have not produced these 
desirable results. On the contrary, the 
spirit of discord and confusion has gained 
strength ; and to us there now appears no 
way to regain the harmony and tranquil- 
ity ofthe body, but by withdrawing our- 
selves—not from the Society of Friends, 
norfrom the exercise of its salutary Dis- 
cipline—but from religious communion 
with those who have introduced, and seem 
disposed to continue, such disorders 
amongst us. 

“The quiet and solemnity of our Meet- 
ings for Divine Worship—the blessings 
of a Gospel Ministry wnshackled by ha- 


' man authority—the preservation of our 


religious liberty—the advancement of our 
Christian testimonies—and the prosperity 
of Truth, so far as it is connected with 
our labours, we believe, very much de- 
pend upon the early adoption of this mea- 
sure. 

“We therefore, under a solemn and 
weighty sense of the importance of this 
concern, and with ardent desires that all 
our movements may be under the gui- 
dance of Him, who only can lead us in 
safety, have agreed to propose for your 
consideration, the propriety and expedien- 
cy of holding a Yearly Meeting for 
Friends in unity with us, residing within 
the limits of those Quarterly Meetings, 
heretofore represented in the Yearly 
Meeting held in Philadelphia ; for which 
purpose, it is recommended that Quarter- 


| ly and Monthly Meetings, which may be 


prepared for such a measure, should ap- 
point Representatives to meetin Philadel- 


|| phia, on the third second day in the tenth 


month next, at ten o’clock inthe morning, 
in company with other members favour- 
able to our views, there toholda Yearly 
Meeting of men and women Friends, upon 
the principles of the early professors of 
our name, and for the same purpose that 
brought them together in a religious 
canacity—tn exalt the standard of Erugh 
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—promote righteousness and peace in the 
eartli—edify the churches—and gener- 
ally to attend to all such concerns as re- 
late to the welfare of religious society, and 
the canse of our holy Redeemer, who is 
God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 
“Signed by direction and on behalf of 


the mecting by 


Stephen Steptiens, John Mann, 
Joseph Rhoads, John Cowgill, 
Jacoly Paxson, Robert Moore, 
James Walton, Asa Rogers, 
Benjamin Smith, Anthony Sharp, 
‘Thomas Carey, Josiah Roberts, 
Haliiday Jackson, John Ward, 
Jacob Alrichs, Thomas Borton, 


George Peirce, 
Stephen Long, Isaac Kay, 
Richard Barnard, Edward Garrigues. 

“ }ixtracted from the minutes of the 
aforesaid Meeting : 


WILLIAM GIBBONS, 
BENJ. FERRIS, Clerks. 


For the Berean. 
SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
(Concluded from fr. 355.) 


In our last, we adverted to some ex- 
pressions of Richard Jordan respecting 
Elias Hicks and his ministry, as having 
been made long since the former is said, 
by his biographers, to have “ sounded the 
alarm.” Since we penned those remarks, 
we have had more precise and satisfacto- 
ry information on the subject, and can 
now state, that in the latter end of the 
eighth month, 1816, Richard Jordan, 
speaking of Elias Hicks, said, that “ He 
was one hundred years before any of usin 
religious experience’—that “he was an 

“over-match for any of useither in or out 
of meetings, but when we get him in a 
corner (continued he) we Ait him and 
run”; adding, “ Elias can swim in deep 
waler where we should drown.” 

Now, it is not eleven years since these 
_very significant expressions were used; 
_ yet, according to the “ Memoir” it is about 

fwenty since Richard Jordan, being “ well 
acquainted with the subtle and insidious 


David Davis, | 


the first to sound the alarm, and warn his 
friends of its approach”!! Where this 
“ alarm” was sounded, we are told in page 
22 of the “ Memoir,” in which place we 
read that “He was now a member ot 
New-York Yearly Meeting, which he re- 
gularly attended, and in the course of his 
visits to that city, he early perceived the 
buddings of the seeds of scepticism. The 
same disorganizing spirit (they continue) 
whose desolating influence Ae had sor- 
rowfully witnessed in the Society in Ire- 
land, was soon detected by him, secretly 
endeavouring to insinuate itself among 
Friends under the plausible and sancti- 
monious professions of suferior light and 
religious advancement.” The ifalicizing 
of certain words, which the reader will 
find in the same paragraph, such as “ tra- 
ditional” ——“ rational” prejudices of 
education, &c. s'fficiently indicate the 
quarter, in which this spirit was “soon 
detected.” 

Fhe conclusion then is irresistable, ei- 
ther that R. Jordan, whilst ofen/y mani- 
festing his unqualified obeisance to “the 
superior light, and religious advance- 
ment” of E. Hicks, was secretly “ sound- 
ing the alarm,” and undermining his re- 
ligious character; or that the authors of 
the Memoir have been guilty of misrep- 
resentations: but as we cannot believe 
that Richard Jordan could have been ca- 
pable of such double dealing, the latter 
charge must rest against his biographers 
in its full force. ‘They have drawn this 
minister out, according to his own calcu- 
lation, one hundred years before the time 
in which he oughtjto have pronounced on 
the doctrines of Elias Hicks—not to 
“drown” him in “deep water,” but on 
the muddy shallows. of modern ortho- 
doxy! 

We come now to a yery important part 
of this “ Memoir”—the dying expressions 
and testimonies of Richard Jordan. 

His biographers tell us, page 33, that 
with much emphasis he said ; “Oh, what 
will those men do that deny the Divinity 
of our Lord-and Saviour Jesus Christ ? 
What refuge will they have at sucha 
time as this, on a sick bed—Oh, what 
will become of them !” 

This sentence includes the sweeping 


_ appearances of unbelief’’—* was one of 


but false charge now made by (rinitariarx: 


EEE 
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der to infer, that Richard Jordan’s faith 


RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


Friends, against their brethren, and how- 
ever improper to impute to Richard Jor- 
dan, such an unfounded and uncharitable 
application, his biographers have not hes- 
jtated to give such a construction, and 
thus to divest that good mar ef the bright- 
est gem—the first and highest virtue in 
the Christian character. 

In the same page it is said that “He 
intimated, that during this sickness he 
had had great opportunity for reflection, 


both by day and by night, and he had | 


thought much upon the awful state of 
those people that deny the Lord, and the 
only hope of salvation”—*“Then with 
much emphasis exclaimed, ‘My hope, 
my only hope of salvation is in the mer- 
cy of God, through the merits of Jesus 


Christ’ —“ These, or words nearly like 


them, he repeated several times during 
the conversation.” Oh, said he, I would 
not give this hope in the mercy of God, 
through Jesus Christ, for the whole 
world.” 

Now, although we fully accord with 
these views, when accepted in a sfiritual 
sense: yet, the writers have left the rea- 


and hope rested wholly on the outward | 
merits, of the outward man Christ Jesus | 
~QOn the “ outward blood, shed on the 
cross without the gates of Jerusalem,” as | 
satisfactionists express it. 

In all the dying testimonies which we 
recollect to have read, of members of the 
Society of Friends, the stress has been 
ever laid on internal evidence, and not on 
traditional, or historical testimony—* the 
Spirit itself bearing witness with their 
spirits, that they were the children of 
God”—making their feelings, on these 
solemn occasions, rather than their creed, 
the test of their faith: And it has ever 
been their leading concern, both while 
living, and when dying, to call all to this 
witness in themselves, and also to warn 
their hearers against a false dependence 
on what they might suppose was done 
outwardly for them. Any one acquaint- 
ed with the subject, will be able to ap- 
preciate the force of these remarks, and 
will at once perceive that the expressions 
of Richard Jordan, as given by his biog- 


raphers, are fieculiar aud anomalous, 
when compared with those of others of 


the same profession, on similar occasions 
“A meeting,” says the Memoir, p. 36, 
“having been appointed near his resi- 
dence, by a person who held and premul- 
gated the new notions, he appeared un- 
der much exercise of mind respecting it, 
and greatly concerned at the sorrowful 
consequences which resulted from the 
dissemination of these unsound views, 
and with great earnestness asked a friend 
who sat by him, ‘ Can nothing be done to 
frrevent these persons from going about 
sowing their pernicious pfirincifiles ” 
This imputation of “new notions” re- 
minds us of the reproof given by JVil/iam 
Mead to the Recorder, ia the trial of 
Penn and Mead for blasphemy—* 7'ur- 
he est doctori cum culpa redarguit ip- 


sum”—and applies with equal force to. 


the authors of this pamphlet, and their 
adherents. The act of forming combi- 
nations against ministers travelling with 
certificates, in the order of the discipline 
—of opposing them in public meetings— 
of publicly charging them with infidelity, 
and even with dlasfphemy—of denouncing 
inthe same public manner, and in the 
strongest terms, the larger portion of So- 
ciety—of encouraging, on an extensive 
scale, defamation, and detraction—ofcar- 


rying high handed measures, in meetings | 


of business, over the heads of, and in op- 
position to,a /arge, and in many cases, 
the largest portion of those present—of 
refusing the hand to Friends in the face 
of a whole meeting—of making a mark- 
ed distiaction and division in the body, 
in the manner of appointments, in order 
to secure to themselves the whole power 
and government in the church—of rigidly 
putting the discipline in practice, often 
for pretended offences, against some, and 
allowing ethers to commit gross viola- 
tions of order and decorum, with impuni- 
ty. These and other acts of public no- 
toriety, it seems to us, must have pro- 
ceeded from “ zew notions” of the true 
nature of the Gospel, and of church go- 
vernment !!! 

The minister alluded to in the forego- 
ing quotation, was travelling with the ap- 
probation of his friends—with a certifi- 
cate—in the order of Society. Of sucha 
minister, under such circumstances, the 
authors of the Memoir make Richard 
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Jordan to say—“ Can nothing be done to 
PREVENT THESE PERSONS FROM GOING 
asout,” &c.!! What would not these 
men do if they had the civil power in 
their hands? 

On the same page, they make this dy- 
ing Christian to say—“Oh, these poor 
things that are trying to do away all be- 
lief in the authenticity of the Scriptures, 
and in a Saviour, what will become of 
them?” 

There are, no doubt, those, over whom 
this lamentation would be in place; but 
te application of it, as designed by the 
compilers of the pamphlet, is destitute of 
foundation. Nothing however has been 
more common, than for the “great preten- 
ders tothe scriptures” —even those whoal- 
most idolize them—to show their entire 
dishehef of their “ authenticity” in their 
frractice! In these writings we are en- 
joined to“ put away a// evil speaking”— 
to “speak evil of 2o man.”—Oh! these 
poor things that are thus, not only “ try- 
ing,” but effectually doing away, in frac- 
tice and conduct, “all beiief in the au- 
thenticity of the scriptures” —“ what will 
become of them”!!! 

We think it unnecessary to make fur- 
ther comment on this “ Biographical 
Memoir.” Its features are too broad, 
and striking, and the purpose for which 
it was intended, too glaring not to be per- 
ceived, when once the reader is put on his 
guard; and he will readily perceive that 
the authors have had good reasons for 
withholding their names from the public. 
He will also be prepared to admit the 
truth announced inthe “note” prefixed 
to the work, that the “design” of it was 
“not tofanegyrize Richard Jordon,” and, 
that as it regards this point, the writers 
have entirely succeeded : for certainly the 
“ Memoir,” taken all together, is any 
thing but fanegyric on that excellent man; 
whose character and memory should have 
been held in too much honour and vene- 
ration, to be treated, and by his professed 
Friends too, in sue a manner, and for 
such a purpose ! 

ScRUTATOR. 


“ He who acts contrary to the light he 
-s favoured with, as certainly obscures it, 
as he who is faithful to its discoveries, in- 
creases its emanations.”.—[ Dilleyn. 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true fieace and unity in. 


the true church of Christ 
( Continued from p. 362) 
The third rule, is, 


“Notto bring or force men into the 
church against their wills. The king- 
doms of the world are unquiet, because 
many that are unwilling, are under those 
regiments; but Christ’s kingdom isthere- 
fore quiet, because all the people in 
it are willing; and none of them are 
forced in, but all are persuaded in, as it is 
written, ‘God persuade Japhet to dwell 
in the tents of Shem :’ That is, the gen- 
tiles were to be persuaded, and not forced 
into the church. And so Christ com- 
manded his disciples to goand teach all 
nations, and not to offer them outward 


violence ; and to persuade peace, but not 
to threaten or enforce it. ‘For such is 


the nature of the church, that inward per- 
suasion is required no where more than 
here. For none may be compelled to the 
faith against their wills, and God will be 
loved with the whole heart; and also hy- 
pocrisy is a sin chiefly hated of God. 
Whereby it comes to pass, that the whole 
manner of governing the church must 
have this scope that they that are per- 
suaded, may be first called into it, and af- 
ter keptin it, upon the same account. 
And so, the more this manner shall be 
frec from dominion, so much the more fit 
is it to govern, increase and confirm the 
church.’ And this way only was used as 
long as the apostles lived, and those that 
succeeded them in the same spirit ; and 
that unquestionably for 300 years after: 
Yea, and when the church came to be 
countenanced by worldly authority, yet 
this same freedom still was allowed; of 
which I shall produce a few testimonies. 

“] read that Constantine, the emperor, 
would have no man enforced to be of one 
religion more than another 

* Also the same Constantine, in his 
epistle to his subjects inhabiting the east, 
saith, ‘ Let no man be grievous one to ano- 
ther; but what every manthinketh dest, 
that let him do. For such as are wise, 
ought thoroughly to be persuaded, that 
they only mean to liye holily, as they 
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sh uid do, whom the Spirit of God moveth 
totake their delight and recreation in 
reading his holy will; and if others wil- 
fully will go out of the way, cleaving to 
the svnagogues of false doctrine, they 
may ot their own peril. As for us, we 
have the worthy house or congregation of 
God’s verity, which he, according to his 
own goodness and nature, hath given us. 
Aid this also we wish to them, that with 
like participation and common consent, 
they may feel with us the same delecta- 
tion -{ mind. And after, let no man hurt, 
or be prejudiced to his neighbour, in that 
wherein he thinketh himself to have done 
well. Ifby that which any knoweth, or 
hath experience of, he thinketh he may 


profit his neighbour, let him do the same; | 
if not, let him give over, and remit it till | 
anothertime. For there is a great diver- | 
sitv between the willing and voluntary | 


embracing of religion, and that whereun- 


“I read also that Ethelbert king of 
Kent, ‘ Being conyerted to the faith, anno 
§86, after his conversion, innumerable 
others daily did come in, and were con- 
verted tothe faith of Christ, whom the 


| 
to a man is forced and constrained.’ | 
| 


king did especially embrace, but com/ed/- | 


ed none ; for so he had learned, that the 
faith and service of Christ ought to be vol- 
untary and not coacted.’ 

“The church then, at first, consisted 
enly of the willing, and such as were per- 
suaded unto it by the word, till antichrist 
Degan to prevail, and then they fell from 
persuading unto forcing ; and they no lon- 
ger went about to make men willing by 
the word, but to get power from the kings 
of the earth, to force them against their 
wills. And this mainpiece of the mys- 
tery of iniquity, was perfectly brought 
forth by Bonifice the third, who was the 
first that used these words in the church, 

Volumus, mandamus statuimus, ac pire- 
cifimus, ‘ We will, we require, we appoint, 
we command :’ which is not the voice of 
the true ministers of Christ, but the true 
voice of thieves and murderers. And 
from that time the peace of the church 
decayed apace, when there were more 
unwilling forced into it, than willing per- 
suaded. And true peace wil! never be 


don the power of force, and only use the 
persuasion of the word, that the church 
may consist only of a willing people. 

Lhe fourth rule, is, 

“ To make void the distinction of cler- 
gy and laity among Christians: For the 
clergy, or ecclesiastical men, have all 
along, under the reign of antichrist, dis- 
tinguished themselves from other Chris- 
tians, whom they called the laity; and 
have made up a distinct, or several king- 
dom among themselves; and separated 
themselves from the lay in allthings; and 
called themselves by the name of the 
church ; and reckoned other Christians 
but as common and unclean, in respect of 
themselves. Whereas, in the true 
| church of Christ there are no distinctions, 
| nor sects, nor diflerence of persons; no 
| clergy or laity ; no ecclesiastical, or tem- 
| poral; but they are all, as Peter de- 
| scribes them, 1 Pet. ii. 9. ‘ A chosen gen- 
| eration, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people, to shew forth the vir- 
| tues of him that called them out of dark- 
| ness into his marvellous light.? And so 
all Christians, through the baptism of the 
Spirit, are made priests alike unto God; 
and every one hath right and power alike 
to speak the word ; and so there is among 
them no clergy or laity; but the ministers 
are such who are chosen by Christians, 
from among themselves, to speak the 
word to all, in the name and right of all; 
and they have no right nor authority at 
all to this office, but by the consent of the 
church. And so presbyters and bishops, 
or (which is all one) elders and overseers 
in the church, differ nothing from other 
Christians, but only in the office of, the 
word, which is committed to them by the 
church; as an aidermaa or common 
council man in the city, differs nothing 
from the rest of the citizens, but only in 
their office, which they have not of them- 
selves neither, but by the city’s choice; 
or as the speaker of the house ot com- 
mons, but only in his office, which he 
hath also by the choice of the house ; and 
| thus, and no otherwise, doth a minister 
differ from other Christians, as Paul saith, 
‘ Let a man so esteem of us, as of the min- 
isters of Christ, and dispensers of the 


restored into it again, till men shall aban- 


|| mysteries of God. 


| 
a 
; 
ie 
& 
x 
x 
ig 
a 
de 
3 
# 
46 
| | 
| 


376 


PEACE AND UNITY. 


“But antichrist, he hath cast out the 
simplicity of Christian people, and | 
brought sects into the church, dividing it 


nto clergy and laity; and this distinc- 


tion they have made visible by their | 
garments, disguising their clergy in 
their habit from other Christians, that | 
they may appear holier than they, and of 
another order from them. And this dis- 
tinction hath proved a seminary of im- 
placable discord, and heart-burning in 
the church: For hereupon the clergy 
have preferred themselves above other 
Christians, and have exercised authority | 
and coercive power and domination, and 
very tyranny over them ; and have made 
themselves their lords, and given them 
laws, rules, forms, orders, after their own 
minds, and agreeable to their own advan- |, 
tages, and would not so much as suffer | 
them to judge whether they were agree- 


'| the same faith, hope, love; the same God, 

Christ, Spirit, the same civine nature; 
the same precious promises; the same 
incorruptable crown, and inheritance of 
saints in light. And therefore saith Paul, 
| speaking ofthis true church, ‘There is 
| neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, 
| male nor female: but all are one in Christ 
| Jesus:’ Gal. iii. 28. Indeed, in the world, 

and before men (I say again) there is dis- 
tinction of persons, and inequality ; but in 
| Christ’s kingdom, and before God, all be- 
| lievers are equal: and this equality pre- 
serves peace. But when, in this kingdom, 
| some men willbe advancing themselves 
! above others, like Diotrephes, that would 
| _have the pre-eminence ; and some will be 
| | striving to sit at the right hand, and some 
at the left, whilst the y leave others to sit 

at the footstool ; this is that which bred 
| the difference among the very disciples, 


able to the word of God or not; as if | who envied Zebedee’s children for such a 


other Christians were their subjects, | 
slaves, vassals, yea, very dogs. And 
hence again, the laity (as they called 
them) have envied and maligned them, 
and hated and opposed them ; and as 
they could get power, have been subduing 
them; and have looked upon them as 
men of a different sect and interest from 
themselves, whose prosperity was their 
ruin, and whose power was their enslav- 
sng: and all this wasto the making void 
Christian brotherhood and communion, 
Wherefore the right church, to preserve 
in it the peace of Christ, must admit of no 
such distinction of laity and clergy, but all 
Christians must equally remain init, kings, 
priests, and prophets unto God. 


The fifth rule, is, 


“To keep equality inthe church, and 
that both between Christians and church- 
es: for this aiso is an excellent way to 
preserve peace. 

“J. To keep equality betwgen Chris- 
tians. For though, according to our first 
nativity, whereby we are born of men, 
there is great inequality, some being born 
high, some low, some honourable, some 
mean, some kings, some subjects, &c. yet, 
according to our new or second birth, 
whereby we are born of God, there is 
exact equality ; for here are none better 
or worse, higher or lower; but a!l have 


, desire. And therefore, Christ, to pre- 
| serve peace, forbade lordship in his church, 
conimanded service ; and tells them, 
_ that the nature of his kingdom is, not to 
_ place men one over another, but one un- 

der another, and that the greatest must 
_ be the least; the greatest in the way of 
_ the Spirit, must be the least in the way of 
the flesh. 

«2. As equality among Christians is te 
be kept for the preserving of peace, so al- 

so among churches: For all churches 
| are equal, as well as all Christians; and 
there isno church can set itself. before, 
or above another; all being sisters of one 
mother ; beams of one sun; branches of 
one vine: streams of one fountain ; mem- 
bers of one body ; branches of one golden 
candlestick ; and so all equal in all things. 
Wherefore there may, and ought to be, a 
consociation of churches, but no subordi- 
nation, which makes yoid at once, both 
equality and unity. And sothat church, 
or those churches, that will set themselves 
above other churches that are their 
equals ; as the classical above the con- 
gregational, &c. they are the breakers of 
Christian peace and unity; and the un- 
skilful vote of the assembly, for the sub- 
ordination of churches, was not a way to 
make peace, but to mar peace in the 
church of God. 


“ Moreover, no church can be subjected 
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to another, but Christ, who is present in 
jt, and is king and lawgiver, is subjected 
too; which no true church will either re- 
quite or allow. Forif the true church 
will not subject the word of God, which 
they have received, to any men or angels, 
but will judge all by it, and will suffer 
none to judge it; much less will they sub- 
ject Christ, the Lord of all, to any other 
power or authority; for so they should 
dishonour and disanmul their head. 
Where two or three are met in Christ’s 
name, Christ himself is among them, and 
the head of them ; and so they can sub- 
mit to no body else, seeing Christ hath 
made no greater, nor surer promise of 
his presence, to any body than to them. 
The sixth rule, is, 

“To keep the officers of the church in 

subordination to the whole church or 


community, and not to suffer them to get 
head over it ; 


service. We read, Acts xi. 2. that when | 
Peter had preached in the house of Cor- | 
nelius, a gentile or heathen, the church of 
the circumcision, to whom Peter was 
minister, contended with him, that he 
went into men uncircumcised, and did 


eat with them, (for as yet they knew not | 
that the Gentiles were to be called ;) and | 


Peter was fain to give an account to them 
of the whole matter, and to shew them, 


that he was warned of God in a vision to | 


do so,&c. And this wasa sign that Pe- | 
ter was a servant of the church, and in } 
subordination to it, and no lord over it. 
And after v. 22. when the church at 
Jerusalem heard that the Grecians at An- |, 
tioch received the gospel, they sent Bar- 
nabas to Antioch to forward and perfect 
the work. And also,the church at An- 
tioch sent forth Paul and Barnabas to the 
work of the ministry, in divers towns and 
countries. All which are an evident sign 
thatthe church was above the officers, 
and not the officers above the church. 
“Now this also will preserve peace in 
the church, to keep the officers in their 
proper place, and to let them remain as 
servants in the church, which Christ hath 
commanded ; and not to let them grow up 
to be lords and masters, which (Christ 
knowing the evil and inconvenience there- 
of} hath forbidden. For if the officers 


seeing the very nature of | 
ruling the church, is not dominion, but | 


get abet the church, though they be nev- 
er so good, they are masterful and trou- 
blesome ; and though never so bad, yet 
will they get a party in the church for 
themselves, and so work disturbance; but 
if the church remains, as it ought, above 
the officers, it quits them when they grow 
evil and unruly, and chooses better in 
their stead, and so preserves union. 
Whereas, fixed and immovable officers, 
when they do degenerate, are the causes 


of all disturbances and confusions, both in 
church and state. 


A sermon by Elias Hicks, delivered at 


Dec. 6, 1826.—(Continued from p. 366.) 


“Now do you believe the scriptures, 
_my friends; do you understand them? If 
so, certainly you are, generally, with my- 
: self, too criminal ; too much criminality 
_ will attend us, because we are so far short 
' of complying with their teachings. Let 
| us pause a little; let itcome home to ev- 
_ ery breast, for there is the place to learn. 
But here now we see the professors of 
Christianity erecting schools, academies, 
colleges, and what not; not to teach men 
science as relates to temporal things, 
which may be allowable in some degree ; 
and yet it has a tendency to take away 
the mind from its right director, as held 
forth by the apostle, that even in our tem- 
poral concerns, we ought never to come - 
| to a resolution or settlement of judgment, 
till we say, if the Lord permit we will do 
thus and so; because we are his crea- 
| tures, and we ought to leave all to him, 
| asin him is ‘all wisdom and knowledge 
| comprehended—and it can be derived 
| from no other source, but from this 
| source, of the knowledge of good and evil. 
For if he knows all that is good, conse- 
quently he knows all that is evil, and can 
lead his children in that way, which he 
designed they should walk in, in the crea- 
tion. Now what absurdity it is to think, 
that, among rational beings, those who 
have achance of reading the scriptures, 
and every other nation who have never 
seen the scriptures, are, with respect to 


the means of salvation, different. Be- 
cause the Almighty has furnished means 
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whereby all may know his will, and be 
led on in his wisdom, and be enabled to 
answer the great end of their creation ; 
for he cannot respect persons—no, verily ! 
I say how astonishing it is, that men 
should fall into such darkness; and it 
proves that the wisdom of the world is 
foolishness, when we see places prepared 
to teach men to be ministers of the gos- 
pe! of Jesus Christ, which they never can 
be till the Holy Ghost is showered down 
uponthem. He therefore made it an u/- 
timatum with his disciples to wait in deep 
humiliation of soul, till all creaturely 
things were swallowed up in oblivion in 
their minds. For till the vessel is empty, 
it is not fit to entertain the Holy Ghost, 
theflight, life, and spirit of God Almighty. 
It must first be emptied of all combusti- 
bie matter, before man can be brought 
into a state to be taught true knowledge. 
So we must all do my friends—we must 
follow the example of our great pattern. 
Our humiliation must be such, that we 
know all our judgment taken away, that 
all may come from God, the Holy One, 
the Eternal, unchangeable, self-existent 
Jehovah, one God over all, blessed for 
ever! 

“Here, I conclude you will be almost 
ready to join with me in this position, that 
the wisdom of the world is fvolishness ; 
and that in no manner can there bea 
greater manifestation of it, than in endea- 
youring by human science to find out the 
true knowledge of God, and his will con- 
cerning us. For those holy men, who, 
we acknowledge wrote the scriptures of 


truth, did it under the inspiring influence | 
of God. Now these men, who go to. 


schools to learn to give the meaning of 
these scriptures, take the very worst 
means that they could take, for it leads 
them further and further from a knowl- 
edge of them; because in proportion as 
they set up their human wisdom and 
science, they go away from the guidance 
of God, for they must look for some other 
leader than an inward one; an instructor 
that is within; and itis by this only that 
they can be rightly understood. It isnow 
generally considered that the translators 
were not inspired men, how then could 
they give the true meaning of those scrip- 
‘ures, which were written, and never 


| 


could be written through any other 
means, than by the aid of divine revela- 
tion? And nothing else is a recipient for 
divine revelation, but the rational souls of 
the children of men. Now don’t we see 
how these translators destroy each other’s 
work, and continue to worry one another, 
in respect to what was written, and about 
what language they are to give it in, to 
us who know not the languages? Now 
under this view of things, should we put 
any confidence in the writings of these 
men, who deny revelation, wholly so, ex- 
cept as it is said to be written? By which 
they criminate the Almighty and cast an 
indignity upon him—declaring that he is 
a partial God ; that he is so inconsiderate 
and cruel, respecting his rational crea- 
tures, that he does not yet reveal his will 
tothem ; but that all the revelation he 
affords was collected and given to view, 
several hundred years ago; and that now 
we being in the dark, are to receive all 
instruction in heavenly things from with- 
out! And these worldly wise men tell 
us, that the truth of these writings is not 
to be known without the aid of human 
science; thus, by their own concession, 
manifesting that they are under the in- 
fluence of worldly wisdom. But we ne- 
ver can know God through that medium. 
I want us, my friends, to be wise for our- 
selves; for I consider that we are all 
equally accountable to God the creator of 
all things—the sustainer, preserver, and 
keeper of all that he has created. So that 
we may build on no other foundation than 
that which he has laid. And what is this 
foundation which he has laid in his 
infinite wisdom and goodness? It is 
his manifested will to every  individ- 
ual of his rational creation. This is 
the foundation which every rational 
man and woman ought to build on, and 
no other—with regard to effecting the 
end of our creation, here on earth, which 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy him when 
we have done with time here. 

“ And another thing will show the wis- 
dom of the world to be foolishness. The 
translators were men who lived but a lit- 
tle while, and they were, certainly, if they 
denied the revelation of God, aliens and 
strangers to God. They had not the 
means, nor did they adopt the means of- 


: 
i 
i} 
i] 
| 
i] 
i| 
i 
| 
| 
1} 
if 
i} 
{| 
| 
| 
& 
‘ 
| 
| 
i| 
| 
| 


A SERMON. 379 


zered them, by which they might under- 
stand these doctrines and truths, but as 
they understood them in their earthly 
wisdom ; and they went on to make a 
tower, whose top should reach to heaven, 
in the same spirit asthe sons of Noah, 
when they set about building a tower 
whose top should reach to heaven. And 
-the very means which they took to pre- 
vent it, were the ground of their scatter- 
ing. And so we see it is now, that the 
very means which men take, are the 
means of scattering and dividing Chris- 
tendom into hundreds and thousands of 
different sects, which consequently pro- 
duces quarrelling and wrangling: and all 
the wars and bloodshed in Christendom 
arise from this source. But had men kept 
and lived in that which Jesus told them 
they should look for, no apostacy could 
have entered. ’ 
“Shall we then go back to that state 
into which they fell? For we read the 
account, how the apostacy entered. The 
disciples and followers of Jesus in the se- 


sond age, began disputing about men and | 


things—one crying, ‘I am of Paul’; and 
others, ‘I of Apollos; I of Cephas; and 
Tof Christ.” What did the apostle say 
concerning these? ‘£ Are ye not carnal ?’ 
Surely they were, my friends. And how 
were they led tocry so, my friends? Why 
one had experienced, likely, more of the 
gospel from the preaching of Paul, thar 
from that of any other apostle, and ano- 
ther had a greater esteem for Peter than 
for Paul, whom perhaps he had not 
heard. Hence they set them up one 
against another, from which proceeded 
disputing, contending, and worrying one 
another, and that with violence ; as it is 
in the present day, so far forth as the ci- 
vil order of the community will permit. 
What cause have we to cease from man 
whose breath is in his nostrils, and to turn 
in to the light of God in our own hearts ; 
for here, as the apostle assures us, we 
need not say, ‘ who shall ascend into hea- 
ven? that is, to bring Christ down from 
above : or, who shall decend into the deep? 
that is, to bring up Christ from the dead. 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth 
and thy heart ; that is, the word of faith 
which we preach.’ 
“Here we see, from this testimony. 


which is concurrent with what I have 
mentioned, that the light and life which 
was in Christ Jesus, is, as the apostle de- 
clared, in every man that cometh into the 
world. And every one must attend to it 
before he can believe in God, or be con- 
. verted to the gospel state. They are net 
to lock any where for it but in their own 
hearts. ‘This accords with the testimony 
of Jeremiah, when he declared that the 
Lord would make a new covenant with 
the Jewish people ; not according to the 
covenant which he made with their fa- 
thers, when he took them by the hand 
to bring them out of Egypt, which cove- 
nant they brake. ‘ But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel; after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, I will write it in their hearts; I 
will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for 
| they shall know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them.’ 

“Here we see the way whereby men 
should come to know God, by his imme- 
diate presence in their souls; the law of 
life in ourselves, and individually so. 
Here now was a medium set forth by the 
prophet, which shows clearly, to every 
considerate mind, that God is present 
with us in our hearts, and that in every 
heart and soul according to its necessity. 
But what is written in my heart would 
not do for any other individual, because 
as our master propensities are very di- 
verse,so my law is in accordance with 
my peculiar circumstances. Here the 
law in my heart, would resist every pro- 
pensity, notwithstanding my strong de- 
sires, and would correct all my faults, and 
teach me to give up all to the will of the 


heavenly Father concerning me. It might 
not answer another mind, as the individ- 
ual might not be guilty of any of my sins; 
but it is written in every heart, according 
to the necessity of that heart; for God is 
one, and his law one, and he brings all to 
one point, as accountable beings to him, 
Here would be harmony—all would be 
one in him and in his sor. 


“Now I have a little showed you, by 
outward things, the fruits as it were, of 
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the wisdom of men—for by our fruits we 
are tobe known. I will now as it rise: 
in my mind, show a little in what the wis- 
dom ef God consists. In their outward 
views, the children of men when they 
set up leaders, choose the wise, the learn- 
ed, the scientific, and these are to be 
their teachers. But we see that this is 
not the wisdom of God at all,if we at- 
tend to the scriptures—it is a plain con- 
tradiction to right views. Whom did he 
call for his messengers to Israel? He 
called Moses, an exile, one who had no 
power or capacity of himselt to do what 
he wanted him todo. He was led away, 
through fear, from Pharaoh’s court, and 
from among his brethren—him he exalt- 
ed. His prophets were men from the 
lowest classes of the people ; they were 
husbandmen and the like. And when 
we come down to the introduction of the | 
gospel dispensation ; from whence did he | 
call his son, the great Prophet which he | 
declared he would raise up from among 
his brethren, and that he would put , 
words in his mouth, and that he should | 
speak what he commanded him? What | 
was his rise? It was from the lowest | 
state among his people—the most des- | 
pised. ‘He is despised and rejected of | 
men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: he was despised and we es- 
teemed him not.’ He came forth, born 
of a virgin—a virgin in low estate, poor 
as to the outward, and without esteem 
among her neighbours and friends. This 
is proved by the instance of her being 
turned out of the inn, where there was no 
room for her, because of her reputation. 
She was turned out into a stable at a time 
of great extremity ; asis shown to us by 
the history. We see then from what a 


low estate he sprang; for there is scarce 
any woman, but that the people would, 
at such a time as this give shelter to, for 
the night, instead of treating her with 
such cruelty; yet some of those who are 
thus treated with the greatest neglect, 
are the most pious and righteous, and so 
it was probably with Mary ; she was no 
doubt pious and righteous, so that the 
Scribes and Pharisees despised her and 
her househoid. So that I consider the 


only way to be instructed by this, is, that 
*t shows to us that deep humiliation 


that all his children and servants must 
come to experience, before they can be 
qualified to do this great work. They 
must come down into this state of obscu- 
rity, into a state of humiliation—into a 
state of reduction of self, and self love; 
all self must be brought down into sub- 
jection ; self abasement must spread over 
every thing in them—they must feel 
themselves as poor nothing creatures, 
knowing nothing, and comprehending no- 
thing of themselves. Because the soul 
is not till this time emptied of its com- 
bustible matter, of pride, and other sel- 
fish propensities of man in his probation- 
ary state. All must be brought into due 
subjection—they must be brought down 
to bow at the feet of Jehovah; for then, 
and not till then, are they prepared to 
receive the wisdom of God, and to be in- 
structed by it. For we see in the exam- 
ple of his dear Son, that he was content 
with this low estate, and that he prized 
it as our greatest ornament and jewel ; 
because as he went on in the line of self- 
denial under the cross, he preached his 
own cross to the people—If any man 
will come after me, let him denv himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.’ 
Now what was it that constituted hiscross ? 
Nothing but the law of his God, the law 
of the new covenant, written in his soul, 
in his immortal spirit, by the finger of 
God his Father. This was his cross~ 
this it was that he was willing tosubmit to, 
under every temptation : and he kept to 
this cross to the utmost, for he was tempt- 
ed in all points as we are, and he had the 
same desires and propensities that we 
have, yet he stood firm, because he was 
instructed and led to see himself a poor 
creature.” 


The true Christ, and Saviour. 


“But H. G. accounts the light and 
knowledge of God as Creator, that was 
Given to the Gentiles, (Rom. i. 19, and 
chap. ii. 14, 15.) ‘but the light of the 
moon to guide their paths,’ and so much 
inferior to that of ‘a crucified Jesus, that 
it leaves them utterly void of the saving 
knowledge of the gospel, and of a cruci- 
fied Jesus.’ p. 68, 69. Mark here, how 
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he hath undervalued the light and know}- 
edge of the glorious Creator, whom be- 
fore he has in words exalted above all, in 
the work of regeneration, accounting 
Christ as man, but finite, weak, &c. But 
now, alas! with him, the light and knowl- 
edge of the glorious Creator, is but the 
light of the moon in comparison of the 
light and knowledge of Christ as man, 
though in that weakness as crucified! 
How egregiously he is involved in gross 
confusion and self-contradiction in these 
things, he that runs may read; and no 
such distinction nor contrariety between 
the light of God and the light of his Son 
is owned in scripture, for ‘I and my Fa- 
ther are one,’ saith Christ: and the Fa- 
ther, Word, and holy Spirit are one. 

“ And the same life which was in him 
was the light of men, (John i. 4.) and this 
life, which in due time was manifested, 
was the same eternal life which was with 
the Father, (1 John i. 1. 2.) which light or 
life brings them that obey and follow it in 
its appearance and guidance, to a fellow- 
ship with the Father, and with the Son: 
and this is not the light of the moon, as 
our opposer blindly and unscripturely 
terms it. But seeing he saith, this ‘law or 
light is given to guide their paths, by 
which the Gentiles are taught their duty 
to God in morals,’ I ask him, whither will 


this light guide them, if not in the way 


to salvation? And whither will they go, 
and to what end, if they obey and follow 
it? Does not the apostle, for a proof of a 
justified state, instance it in the Gentiles, 
showing the effects of the law written in 
their hearts? Rom. ii. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
And what nature was that by which those 
Gentiles did the things contained in the 
law? Surely it wasnot the corrupt na- 
ture, for that is inconsistent, the law be- 
ing holy, just, and good. And though 
these Gentiles had not the law in the let- 
ter of it, as many now have not the literal 
description or historical relation of 
Christ’s outward sufferings, must they 
therefore be damned to hell? What 
cruelty were this, to condemn whole na- 
tions for want of the scriptures? But as 
those Gentiles had not the law in the let- 
ter, and yet had and obeyed it in thespirit, 
they were both therein a law to them- 
selves, and excused in the sight of God, 


in the day when he judgeth the secrets of 


}men by Jesus Christ according to the 


Gospel. Rom. ii. 16. 

“So those Gentiles and people who 
obey the light and life of the Son of God 
in them, though they have not the his- 
torical knowledge and profession of Christ 
ashe was a man, and suffered death in 
the flesh, &c. yet they are truly accept- 
ed of God, and more real Christians in- 
wardly than many of you that have the 
scriptures, and an historical faith and 
profession of the man Christ, and of 
Christianity outwardly ; for in all nations, 
every one that feareth God and worketh 
righteousness is accepted of him. ‘ De- 
part from evil and do good, and dwell for 
evermore.’ And this the light of the 
Son of God implanted in the hearts of al! 
nations teacheth ; and herein ‘ the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared unto all men.’ Tit. ii. 11. But it 
is the error and mistake of these men, to 
put the historical notions and professions 
of the man Christ, for the light of Christ 
in man, whereas their notions and pro- 
fessions are neither any real knowledge 
of the man Christ, nor the principles of 
his light in man_ For the one is tradi- 
tional and acquired by man, and so but 
dark ; the other is the immediate and Di- 
vine unchangeable gift of Christ in man, 
which indeed is the light of the eternal 
Word, the gloriousCreator. But asthese 
men’s pretended light and knowledge of 
the man Christ, is what they get out of 
scriptures, (with their own private inter- 
pretations on them,) so they hereby ren- 
der Christ and his light, as only limited 
to such places and people as have the 
scriptures, opposing his Divine omnipre- 
sence, and denying him his right, which 
is the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his pos- 
sesion. Psal. ii. 

“ Now, as tor that morality, as he calls 
it, which the law of the first covenant, 
and light implanted in the hearts of all 
mankind teacheth, in the true nature and 
intent thereof, it falleth no more short of 
Christianity than godliness doth ; for this 
law and light teacheth man to love the 
Lord God with all his heart, and soul, &c. 
and his neighbour as himself. ‘ This do,” 
saith Christ, ‘and thou shalt live,’ in an- 
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MISCELLANIA. 


swer to the question, ‘ What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?? Luke x. 25, 26, 27, 
28. This isthe highest morality or duty 
of mankind, even this love to God and 
one another, which is the fulfilling of the 
law. And this is both taught by the 
light within, and power given by the 
grace of God to fulfil it, which the law 
without in the letter cannot do. Now, 
if the Jews’ way to inherit eternal life was, 
through the grace or help of God, to ful- 
fil what was written, then if a heathen, 
that hath not this law outwardly written, 
should ask the same question, ‘ What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life ?? he may 
truly be answered, ‘Obey the light or 
law of thy Maker in thy heart, which 
tells thee, thou must love and honour him 
above all, and do injury or wrong to no 
man. This do and thou shalt inherit 
eternal life ; for this end the grace of God 
is free for thee.” ”°—Ch. Quak. pp. 38-40. 


MISCELLANTIA., 
Historical evidence that Jesus Christ 
lived, and was the Author of a new re- 
ligion. 


“ A person celebrated as Jesus Christ 
was, we may suppose, would naturally 
find a place in the profane history of his 
times. It may not be amiss, therefore, to 
introduce the evidence we are about to 
collect, with the testimony of some of the 
more eminent of the heathen writers, who 
have mentioned him. They will, at least, 
inform us that such a person lived the 
time we assert; and that he wasthe au- 
thor of a new religion. I shall quote on- 
lv Suctonius, Tacitus, and Pliny. Sucto- 
nius tells us‘ ‘ that the Emperor Claudius 
drove all the Jews trom Rome, who, at 
the instigation of one Christ, were con- 
tinually making disturbances.’ 

“Tacitus, speaking of the persecutions 
of Christians tells us, that ‘the author of 
that name was Christ, who was put to 
death bv Pontius Pilate, in the reign of 
Tiberius.’ 

“ Pliny’s testimony is more large, it is 
contained ina letter, written to the Em- 
peror Trajan, desiring his instruction with 
regard to Christians. He blames their 
obstinacy in refusing to sacrifice to the Ro- 
man deities—but from their own confes- 
sion can draw nothing, but that they as- 
sembie, on a certain day, before sun-rise 
—that they pay honours to Christ, that 
they bind themselves by a sacrament, not 


to steal, nor to commit adultery, nor to 
deceive—and that, after the performance 
of these rites, they join in one common 
meal. Nay, he examined, he says, two of 
them by torture; yet still he finds nothing 
obnoxious in their behaviour, except 
their absurd superstitions. He thinks, 
however, the matter should be inquired 
into; for Christianity had brought reli- 
gion into great disuse: the markets were 
crowded with victims, and scarce a pur- 
chaser came near them. 

“These writers afford us sufficient tes- 
timonies that Jesus Christ lived at the 
time we assert, and that he was the au- 
thor of anew religion. They had oppor- 
tunities of being well informed—could 
have no interest in falsifying—were no 
converts to the new sect; but talk of 
Christ, only as they would of any singular 
person, whom they had occasion to men- 
tion. Their testimony, therefore, is be: 
yond cavil.”—[ Gilpin. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


“ A few wecks, and slavery will not be 
known to the laws of New York. The 
wisdom and philanthropy of our legisla- 
tors seconded by the cordial co-opera- 
tion of the people, have withia a period 
of only twenty-eight years, relieved the 
state from the greatest of all moral and 
political evils. This great object has 
been effected without any disturbance te 
the public tranquility ; without complaint 
on the part of slave owners, and without 
expense to the state. As the law on thie 
subject is not generally understood, we 
state it for the satisfaction of such of our 
readers as have not an opportunity of in- 
forming themselves. The first act for 
the gradual abolition of slaverv was pass- 
ed in 1799. The act of the Sist March. 
1817, which repeals the former existing 
acts, is the last general act on the subject. 

“ The act of 1817, sec. 4, enacts “ That 
every child born of a slave within this 
state, after the fourth day of July, in the 
vear of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-nine, shall be free, but 
shall remain the servant of the owner of 
his or her mother, and the executors, ad- 
ministrators or assigns, of such owner in 
the same manner as if such child had 
been bound to service by the overseers of 
the poor, and shall continue in such ser- 
vice, if a male. until the age of twenty- 
eight years, and if a female, until the age 
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of twenty-five years; and that every 
child born of a slave within this state af- 
ter the passing of this act, shall remain a | 
servant as aforesaid, until the age of twen- | 
ty-one years and no longer.’ | 
“Section 32, of the same act, enacts, | 
‘That every negro, mulatto, or mustee, | 
within this state, born before the fourth 
day of July, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-nine, shall, from and after the 
fourth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-seven, be free.’ 
“After the fourth day of July next, 
therefore, slavery will be unknown to 
the laws of our state. But although by 
the operation of the act, all slaves will 
become free persons, yet some of the 
children of slaves will remain the ser- 
vants of the owners of the slaves, until 
they arrive at a certain age, in the same 
manner as poor children bound out by the 
overseers of the poor. A child ofa slave, 
born on the third day of July next, will | 
remain such servant for 21 years there- | 
after; whereas, if born on the 5th, (two | 
days after) it would be absolutely free: | 
the mother on the 3d being a slave, but | 
onthe 5th a free woman. The act, how- | 
ever, requires that the person entitled to 
the service of such child, should make | 
an affidavit of the facts, and file the same | 
in the city or town clerk’s office, within | 
one year after the passage of this act, or | 
after the birth of the child; but as this | 
has generally been neglected, it follows | 
that few will owe even such services, on 
account of the slavery of their parent. 
Thus in the space of 28 years from the 
commencement of the operation of the 
first law for the gradual abolition of sla- 
very, will that most dangerous evil be 
wholly eradicated.”"—M. Y. Times. 


“ Field of Sorrow.—The following ex- 
tract, from Bell’s Observations on Italy, 


describes a spot and scene near Lyons in 
France: 


“ Near these gardens, and hard by the 
river side, there is a green meadow, a 
place rendered memorable by circum- 
stances of deep and touching interest. 
On this spot were massacred some of the 
wretched victims of the Revolution. The 
porate of Lyons with a just sensibility, 

avenamed it the field of sorrow, ‘ Champ 


were carried forth to this place ccnduct- 
ed by the gendarmerie. In crossing the 
bridge they were counted over, and be- 
ing found to exceed the allotted number 
by two persons, the commanding officer, 
Vallot, was intormed of the circumstance, 
and was asked, ‘ whether two should be 
saved? and insuch a case which two?” 
He replied, ‘ what matter is it; who cares 
for two, more or less? If they go to-day 
they donot go to-morrow.’ They pro- 
ceeded therefore, and two hundred and 
ten men, accompanied by these two ill- 
fated beings, whom accident had involved 
in the massacres, were conducted to death. 
Their hands were tied behind them, and 
they were bound to a cable, byte from 
tree to tree, along a range of tall willows ; 
the soldiers were drawn up in an opposite 
line, with two pieces of artillery. —At the 
appointed signal, their limhs flew in eve- 


| ry direction. Those who were wounded, 


_ but yet not released from the cable, cried 
| out to their butchers to finish their work ; 


| and they did so without delay, with the 


| bayonet and sabre. Their number was 
| such as to render the work of butchery 

long and fatiguing; many were leit 
_ breathing and palpitating in the agonies of 
| death, and next morning many, still alive, 
| were buried with the dead, by those who 
came out to pillage, and who threw lime 
on them, ‘ still quick and alive.’ Such is 
the narrative of a Frenchman. Alas! 
the French have many, very many such 
massacres to relate: blood which ages of 

eace and penitence will not wash away. 

Ve saw the spot where the trees had 
stood. They are now cut down, and re- 
placed by monumental stones, to those 
who perished.” 


“When we contemplate the universe— 
consider the myriacis of systems scattered 


| through illimitable space, as all enlivened 


by central suus, diffusing light and heat 
to their ee planets; every planct, 
inhabited like ours, with millions of intel- 
lectual beings, and filled with an almost 
infinity of natural productions for their 
support and comfort ;—when we further 
consider what the Mind must be, that 
comprehends, preserves and governs the 
mighty whole, and reflect on ourselves 
as individual parts of the whole; we ma 

well exclaim with the psalmist ‘ What is 
man, that Thou art mindful of him! and 
the son of man that thou visitest him" 
But how are we lost in silent astonishment, 
when we contemplate the depth of de- 
pravity into which mankind, the creatures 
of infinite wisdom ! must be sunk—when, 
unawed by this wonderful display of Al- 


dele douteur.” A bodv of the citizens 


mighty power and goodness every where 
apparent, so many can spend the few 
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POETRY. 


fleeting moments of time alloted them 
here, in such: scenes: of outrage, cruelty 
and uproar, as are -continually exhibited 
on the theatre of this world !—{ Dillwyn. 


THE LAPSE OF TIME. 


Lament who will, in fruitless tears, 


The speed with which our moments 


I sigh not over vanish’d years, 
But watch the years that hasten by. 


See how they come—a mingled crowd 
Of bright and dark, but rapid days ; 

Beneath them, like a Summer cloud, 
The wide world changesasI gaze. 


What! grieve that time has brought so 
soon 
The sober age of manhood on! 
As idly should I weep at noon 
To see the blush of morning gone. 


Could I forego the hopes that glow 
In prospect, like Elysian isles, 

And let the charming future go, 
With all her promises and smiles ? 


The future !—cruel were the power 
Whose doom would tear thee from my 
heart ; 
Thou sweetner of the present hour ! 
We cannot—no—we will not part. 


O leave me still the rapid flight 
That makes the changing seasons gay, 
The grateful speed that brings the night, 
The swift and glad return of day ; 


The months that touch with loveliest 
grace 
The little prattler at my knee, 
In whose arch eye and speaking face 
New meaning every hour I see ; 


The years that o’er each sister land 
Shall lift the country of my birth, 
And nurse her strength till she shall 
stand 
The pride and pattern of the earth; 


Till younger commonwealths, for aid, 
Shall cling about her ample robe, 

And from her frown shall shrink afraid, 
The crown’d oppressors of the globe. 


True, time will sear and blanch my brow: 
Well—I shall sit with aged men, 


| 


‘And my good glass will tell me how 
A grisly beard becomes me then. 


And, should no foul dishonour lie 
Upon my head when I am grey, 
Love yet may search my fading eye, 

And smooth the path of my decay. 


Then haste thee, Time—’Tis kindness all 
That speeds thy winged feet so fast : 

Thy pleasures stay not till they pall, 
And all thy pains are quickly past. 


Thou fliest and bear’st away our woes; 
And as thy shadowy train depart, 
The memory of sorrow grows 
A lighter burthen to the heart. 
U. States Literary Gazette. 
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